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A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
Regarding the area known as the former Sully-Miller site 

By the Mabury Ranch Homeowners Association 
March 2018 

 
The property immediately adjacent to and South of the MRHOA is the Sully Miller property.  This 120 

acre property (109 acres between Santiago Canyon Road and Mabury Avenue) had historically been 

used by the Sully-Miller Materials Company for the mining and production of sand and gravel and as 

such has a Sand and Gravel zoning for much of the property.  Associated with this property are the 

two “pits” that straddle Villa Park Road (Katella Avenue) as it runs from Lemmon Street to Hewes 

Street.  Similar but shallower pits used to exist on the Sully Miller Property adjacent to the MRHOA.  

When the first residents of the MRHOA moved in to our neighborhood in the late 1970’s and early 

1980’s they were provided a disclosure statement indicating that the sand and gravel operation was 

permitted and expected to continue for a “few” more years.  Now 40 years later the site is till home to 

a non-operational sand and gravel facility which was converted to a construction materials recycling 

facility over 15 years ago.  

Sometime around 1990 the Sully-Miller Materials Company and some of the surrounding property was 

sold to the Hanson Building Materials, a British firm.  The 120-acre Sully-Miller property was actually 

composed of 10 separate properties.  Hanson in buying Sully-Miller Materials acquired 2 of these 

properties one of which was the property North of the creek and the other the property on which the 

plant was sited.    

In 1993, Hanson Properties West, a sister company of Hanson Building Materials submitted a request 
to the City of Orange for a General Plan Amendment to change the designated land use for the 12.6 
acre area north of the Santiago Creek adjacent to Mabury Ranch from Resources Area to Low 
Density Residential and to change the zoning designation from sand and gravel extraction to R-1-8 
(single family residential, minimum lot size of 8,000 square feet).  This request additionally asked for 
approval of a tentative tract map which subdivided the site into 25 residential parcels ranging in size 
from 8,000 to 17,000 square feet.  This request was approved by the City Council.  In submitting this 
land use change, zoning change, and tract map it was not clear whether Hanson ever really intended 
to build these homes. Today the tentative tract map has expired but the R-1-8 zoning stills exists for 
this 12.6 acre parcel. 
 
In 2001, Fieldstone attempted to develop the 120-acre Sully Miller property.  At that time Fieldstone 

did not actually own the 2 Hanson and 8 Sully-Miller properties but rather had options to purchase 

them.  It was Fieldstone’s intent to develop the property south of the creek and North of Santiago 

Canyon Road into a residential community of approximately 190 homes.  Fieldstone’s intent for the 

parcel north of the creek adjacent to the MRHOA was to also develop it into a residential community 

of approximately 18 homes.  The MRHOA was opposed to any construction north of the creek while 

OPA was opposed to number and size of the proposed residential parcels south of the creek and the 

fact that this area is designated open space in the OPA General Plan.  Fieldstone’s initial plan was 

rejected by the City of Orange and subsequently Fieldstone discontinued its efforts to build on the 

Sully-Miller site. 

Several years ago the 2 Hanson and 8 Sully-Miller properties along with the Ridgeline Country Club 

property in OPA were acquired by the Milan Group with the intent of developing all of this property into 

residential communities.  In 2014 Milan submitted a development plan called Rio Santiago for the 

Sully-Miller property which would have required changing the land use designation and zoning for the 

portion of the property south of the creek to allow for residential construction.  This plan provided for 
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no construction North of the creek and for construction of a combination of 265 multi-family senior 

housing units and 130 single family residential housing units.  OPA was opposed to this plan for the 

same reasons as the Fieldstone plan, number and size of the proposed residential parcels south of 

the creek and the fact that this area is designated open space in the OPA General Plan.  This plan 

was rejected by the City of Orange.   

It is now three years later.  Milan has not gone away like Fieldstone because Milan owns the Sully-

Miller property.  In this intervening time Milan’s consultant has been meeting with a neighborhood 

coalition with has representatives from MRHOA, The Reserve and Orange Park Acres (OPA) to 

discuss what possibilities might be acceptable for the development of the Sully-Miller property.  During 

these discussions the neighborhood coalition presented an alternative plan acceptable to them that 

called for building no more than 25 homes south of the creek only. Subsequent to those discussions, 

public scoping meetings were held by the City of Orange in March 2017 to discuss the various 

possible alternate plans for the Sully-Miller property.  One of the alternates discussed during those 

scoping meetings was the alternate proposed by the coalition.  

Recently on February 23, 2018 the City of Orange released its draft of the Environmental Impact 

Report (DEIR) of a new proposed project to be built on the Sully-Miller property called The Trails at 

Santiago Creek. This project seeks to build 129 homes south of the creek and no homes north of the 

creek. The residential construction would occupy approximately 40% of the 109 acres between 

Santiago Canyon Road and Mabury Avenue  while the remaining 60% of the property would be 

restore natural open space with a series of multi-use trails running through it (See the attached Exhibit 

1).   Additionally as part of this project Milan proposes to relocate the OPA horse arena from its 

property South of Santiago Canyon Road to the Ridgeline Country Club property in OPA and dedicate 

that property as permanent open space.  Speculation would then have Milan at some point planning 

to construct residences on the property where the OPA horse arena currently is located.  Though the 

proposed The Trails at Santiago Creek project has a significant reduction in scope from the previous 

Rio Santiago project it exceeds the alternate proposed by the coalition. 

 


